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A Dictionary of the Bible, dealing with its Language, Literature, 
and Contents, including the Biblical Theology. Edited by 
James Hastings, M.A., D.D., with the assistance of John A. 
Selbie, A.M. Vol. Ill, Kir-Pleides. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xv + 896. $6. 

The third volume of the Hastings Bible Dictionary fully maintains 
the high standard set by the first two. Altogether the volume con- 
tains a remarkable series of articles by a notable list of contributors. 
It will, however, be possible within our limits to call attention only 
to some of the leading contributions. 

Old Testament Introduction. — It is interesting to note that the 
general article upon the "Old Testament" is contributed by an Ameri- 
can scholar, Professor E. L. Curtis, of Yale. Within the limits of 
nine pages Professor Curtis presents, under the topics of the origin 
and growth of the Old Testament, its history in the Jewish and 
Christian churches severally, and its permanent religious value, a 
comprehensive summary of the present situation of Old Testament 
studies, eminently fair and remarkably full. The literature of the 
subject is drawn upon up to date, including publications of the year 
1900. Dr. Curtis writes clearly, positively, and reverently, occupying 
the position of liberal criticism. It is his belief that through modern 
criticism " the Old Testament has been transmuted from a mechanical 
record of doctrines and of forced divine manifestations into a book 
of genuine historic life, an epic of salvation, showing the living pro- 
cess of God's revelation through Israel." The article on the "Old 
Testament Canon," by F. H. Woods, lecturer of St. John's College, 
Oxford, is remarkably complete, entering into minute discussion in 
many places. The evidence is traced backward from the present, and 
afterward the writer attempts to reconstruct a connected history of the 
canon. The discussion of the canonicity of the hagiographa is espe- 
cially interesting. The writer holds that "it would be a great mistake 
to take it for granted that their canonicity began to be deliberately 
considered after the canonicity of these other groups (the law and the 
prophets) had been completely recognized. In the case of Psalms 
and Proverbs this was almost certainly not the case." Many will not 
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fall in with the suggestion that " the study of the formation of the canon 
makes it possible to think that the same influences which resulted in 
the fixed canon of the Old Testament in ancient times may at a 
future time lead to some more defined modification in our conception 
of a sacred canon." The writer seems in some places to vacillate 
between a more conservative and a more liberal position. 

The articles on " Leviticus " and "Numbers" are practically extracts 
from the fuller material found in the just published Oxford Analytical 
Hexateuch, of which Mr. Battersby and J. E. Carpenter are joint 
editors. The analysis is minute to the extreme, the writer himself 
saying: "The extent to which this process is carried out may seem 
unwarranted, for it has not been usual to press the analysis so far." 
When one reads the admirable remarks on "the religious value " of 
the two books — all too compact and short — he longs for the day 
when there shall be less anatomy and more physiology of the Old 
Testament. The articles covering the other Old Testament books 
present the critical positions up to the present. Regarding Micah 
one may perhaps prefer to stand with Professor Driver rather than go 
the length of Professor Nowack. The literature at the close of each 
contribution is well selected and peculiarly valuable. It were to be 
desired that the space devoted to the several books were more evenly 
allotted, e. g., Nahum four pages, Micah one only. 

Old Testament Geography. — Especially valuable in its compre- 
hensive character is the article, by Colonel Conder, on " Palestine," 
an immense amount of information being packed in its fifteen pages. 
Colonel Conder says : " The great geographical book of the Old 
Testament is that of Joshua. The description of the boundaries of 
the land applies .... to a time previous to that of the captivity of 
Gad in B. C. 734, and to that of the Moabite conquest in B. C. 850." 
"A careful examination of the geography of the Pentateuch and book 
of Joshua, by the aid of modern exploration, shows .... that in no 
case does there appear to be any element suggesting that the descrip- 
tions were penned after the captivity." "The geography of the book- 
of Joshua is so exhaustive that little is added to it in the Old Testament 

books that follow." 

George S. Burroughs. 
Oberlin Theological Seminary. 

Old Testament History. — Of the articles which come within the 
province of Old Testament history the most important is that on 
" Moses," by Professor Bennett. This begins by giving the narrative 



